5 techniques to help pupils write better …

1
Before pupils start to write, get them thinking about the purpose and audience. What is this text for? What is it designed to achieve? Who is it aimed at?

2
Define the conventions of the writing:

· How should it be organised (chronologically? non-chronologically?)

· Present or past tense?

· Active (“We added some potassium”) or passive (“some potassium was added”)?

· What types of sentences (short? long? bullet-points? statements? questions? commands?)

· How are connectives used to link ideas (temporal = later, now, next) or causal (because, so, despite this, on the other hand)

· Any stock words or phrases (“Dear sir .. yours faithfully”)

· Any technical terms?

3
Demonstrate the writing process – pupils need to see you write a sample of the text

4
Get them helping you with the sample text ( = shared composition): (“What would be the best word here? Why do you think I’ve avoided saying I or me?)

5
Use scaffolding to support them:

· Key words on wall

· Diagrams of the structure of this text type

· A glossary in their books

· Writing frames to teach layout, structure and style

Remember:

· You won’t get better writing from students if you aren’t explicit about what you expect

· You need to embed these techniques into your practice. Don’t try them one lesson and then dismiss them. They do work. Guaranteed.
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